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The Lifelong Learning Entitlement 

The Lifelong Learning Entitlement (LLE) will transform the post-18 student finance system in England, and 

it will be essential for students and those supporting their HE journey to understand this new funding model:  

This presentation will introduce core elements of funding eligibility and entitlement under the LLE, split into

6 key components that will be essential to effective Information, Advice and Guidance (IAG) provision: 

Presentation Points of Note:

• Not all areas of LLE policy have been finalised, so more information and guidance will be delivered 

through FIS Team engagements and SLC communications as it becomes available

• Specific awareness raising IAG Notes have been highlighted throughout the slides  
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Introducing the LLE – IAG Content Considerations 

Establising consistency in the adoption of LLE-related terminology, and promoting the understanding of

study options and funding entitlement will contribute to effective IAG content creation and delivery:
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The Lifelong Learning Entitlement

An Introduction to the LLE

Essential Course and Funding Messages

1. Introducing 

the LLE

Policy information and illustrative figures are subject to final LLE Regulations! 
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Introduction to the LLE – A Single Student Funding System 

The Lifelong Learning Entitlement (LLE) will create a single funding system for eligible England domiciled

students starting designated higher education courses and modules from January 2027:

From January 2027, LLE funding will replace: 

• Higher Education Student Finance (HESF) loans, and 

• Advanced Learner Loans (ALL) for Level 4, 5 and 6 qualifications at OfS registered providers

The LLE will provide new eligible students with Tuition Fee Loan entitlement to the equivalent of four years

study to use, up to the age of 60:

• The LLE will allow for flexible and modular study routes for courses

• This will enable students to develop new skills and gain qualifications at a time that is right for them

IAG Note: The student application service for LLE-funded courses and designated modules starting 

from January 2027 is expected to open in September 2026 (Date TBC)
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The Lifelong Learning Entitlement

Establishing Student Eligibility 

2. Eligibility

Criteria

Policy information and illustrative figures are subject to final LLE Regulations! 
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LLE Student Eligibility – General Requirements 

A student will be eligible for LLE funding support to undertake a designated course or module starting on or

after 1st January 2027 if they satisfy the set residency and other associated eligibility requirements: 

Personal eligibility requirements for students to access support under the LLE:

• Personal eligibility rules will align to the existing HE Student Finance (HESF) eligibility rules, with       

some necessary changes made to incorporate the flexible and modular nature of the LLE

• To be eligible for LLE support, students need to meet regulatory residency rules on a specific date,    

which will be the first day of the first year of the course or the course start date (the relevant day)

• Once a student has been assessed as eligible for LLE support to undertake a designated course,          

they will retain their eligible status in relation to that course for a defined period of eligibility

• A student’s period of eligibility will be tied to the concept of a ‘course year’

IAG Note: Courses starting earlier in AY 2026/27 (prior to 1st January 2027), will qualify for HESF 

or ALL support as applicable, providing they meet designation requirements
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LLE Student Eligibility – Concurrent Study 

A key feature of the LLE is a student’s ability to receive student support for multiple courses concurrently:

• Therefore, there will be no restrictions on a student’s personal eligibility to receive support towards 

multiple courses concurrently within the LLE (although limits may apply to certain products)

• Students can be eligible for support to undertake more than one designated course under the LLE 

simultaneously, regardless of the level of the course

As examples of concurrent study, eligible students will be eligible to receive LLE support towards: 

IAG Note: An eligible LLE student may only be funded for up to a maximum of 180 credits of study   

within a single service year (either within a single course, or across multiple courses)

Multiple designated courses or modules at the same time, or

One or more designated modules alongside a full designated course 

(E.g. a standard Honours Degree)
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The Lifelong Learning Entitlement

LLE-Funded Study Options

Designated Courses and Modules

3. Study 

Options

Policy information and illustrative figures are subject to final LLE Regulations! 
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Study Options – LLE-Funded Courses 1 

A main principle behind the LLE is enabling students to undertake the right study at the right time and this

is reflected in the range of courses that will be designated for LLE funding in January 2027, including:

Full years of study on courses currently funded by HE Student Finance (HESF), for example:

IAG Note: Information on the various qualification levels and what they mean is available online 

from www.gov.uk/what-different-qualification-levels-mean/list-of-qualification-levels 

Bachelor’s Degrees and Integrated Master’s Degrees

Foundation years available before some degree courses start

(Providing these form part of an overall Bachelor’s Degree)

Foundation Degrees

Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) 

The tuition fees for designated Distance Learning and online courses
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Study Options – LLE-Funded Courses 2 

From its introduction in January 2027, eligible students will be able to access LLE funding to undertake:

IAG Note: LLE modular funding will only be available to students living and studying in England at 

a provider registered with the Office for Students (OfS)

All Higher Technical Qualifications (HTQs)

Including both full courses and modules of those courses

Level 4 to 6 qualifications currently funded by Advanced Learner Loans

 at OfS registered providers 

That have been successful in the Advanced Learner Loan transfer process
www.gov.uk/government/publications/transfer-of-advanced-learner-loans-to-lifelong-learning-entitlement-approved-qualifications 

Level 4, 5 and 6 modules from full Level 6 parent qualifications (such as degrees)

In subject groups that:

Address priority skills needs and align with the government’s industrial strategy
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LLE Modular Study – Approved Provider Information Page

Details on the providers who have been approved to deliver LLE-funded modular study options following

the first DfE Expression of Interest (EOI) process have been published on GOV.UK:

• www.gov.uk/government/publications/providers-approved-for-lifelong-learning-entitlement-modular-funding 

IAG Note: The initial Expression of Interest application window was open between July and October 2025,

with the next iteration of the process to take place later in 2026 (Date TBC)
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The Lifelong Learning Entitlement

Tuition Fee Loan Support

Standard, Residual and Additional Entitlement

Policy information and illustrative figures are subject to final LLE Regulations! 

4. Funding 

Entitlement
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LLE Tuition Fee Loan – Standard Support Entitlement 

Under the LLE, eligible students will be provided with a Tuition Fee Loan (TFL) balance up to the full standard

entitlement, equal to four years of full-time study:

• The standard entitlement is equivalent to the tuition fee cost of 480 credits worth of study

The rate used in calculating standard LLE TFL entitlement is aligned to the fee limits that apply to providers

registered in the OfS Approved (Fee Cap) category with an Access and Participation Plan (APP):

• The maximum per-credit Tuition Fee Loan entitlement rates for study on designated courses at English 

providers will be set by dividing the relevant rate by 120 credits

Based on AY 2026/27 maximum rates, the standard LLE TFL entitlement is calculated as:

IAG Note: 120 credits represents the typical value for a full-time study year on an Honours Degree

(£9,790 / 120) x 480 Credits 

= £39,160 Tuition Fee Loan Entitlement
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LLE Tuition Fee Loan – Residual Entitlement 

Students who have previously undertaken relevant government-funded study may be eligible for a residual

amount of LLE Tuition Fee support, enabling them to fund additional qualifications and gain new skills:

• Students will have their standard LLE Tuition Fee Loan entitlement reduced to reflect any non-LLE study 

for which a student has received applicable government tuition fee support (their relevant funded study)

Applicable tuition fee support means support for tuition fees provided by the government administrations  

of England, Wales, Northern Ireland or Scotland in the form of:

A student loan for tuition fees

A student grant for tuition fees

SAAS tuition fee funding for study at a Scottish provider

Block grant funding paid directly to providers by government

Funding paid directly to providers in respect of modules of HTQ courses 

eligible for funding via the Modular Acceleration Programme (MAP)
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LLE Tuition Fee Loan – Additional Entitlement Summary 

Additional Tuition Fee Loan support, in excess of the standard entitlement balance will be made available

to eligible LLE students in certain circumstances:

Priority Additional Entitlement:

Designated courses in an identified UK Government priority subject area (a Priority Course)

Additional Entitlement for a Special Period:

Specific additional fee costs associated with certain types of study, including 

Study Abroad, Sandwich Placement, or Foundation Year 

Additional Entitlement for Taught Study Years of Certain Longer Courses:

Eligible longer courses in specified subjects 

(Architecture, Veterinary Surgery and longer Scottish courses) 

Compelling Personal Reasons (CPR) and Repeat Study Additional Entitlement:

For study negatively affected by a CPR and for qualifying 4-year and 6-year courses
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The Lifelong Learning Entitlement

Living Cost Support

Maintenance Support and Supplementary Grants

Policy information and illustrative figures are subject to final LLE Regulations! 

4. Funding 

Entitlement
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Maintenance Support Under the LLE

Under the LLE, eligible students undertaking courses which require face-to-face attendance will be able to

apply for Maintenance Loan support to help with their living costs:

The amount of loan support available to a student will depend on:

The rules for assessing household income and calculating any required deductions to the Maintenance Loan

support will apply to both eligible full-time and part-time LLE-funded students:

• Where a student’s household income is £25,000 or less, they will be entitled to the full base Maintenance 

Loan Element entitlement (subject to intensity and credits per week adjustments)

• Students who choose not to provide the relevant household income information will only be eligible for             

the minimum (non-means tested) amount of loan support

Their ‘characteristics’ 

including where they live

What they study 

and how

Their household 

income



OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

LLE Maintenance Support – Elements and Categories

LLE loans for living cost (maintenance) support can be broken down into three distinct elements:

Maintenance Loan Element 

(MLE)

Available to most students, including 

individuals not on specific benefits

Partially income assessed

Made up of a base non-income 

assessed portion and an additional 

income assessed portion

Considered income by DWP for  

benefit entitlement calculations

Special Support Loan Element 

(SSLE)

An additional element of support 

awarded to students who are in 

receipt of certain benefits

In addition to the Maintenance

 Element

Available to those aged 60 or over 

on the first day of the course year

Entirely income assessed

Reduced Loan Element 

(RLE)

A lower non-income assessed 

element of loans for living costs

Awarded to students studying on 

qualifying course years:

Those that attract specific 

bursaries, and 

Some qualifying placements
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LLE Maintenance Support – Calculating Entitlement

An eligible LLE student’s loan for living cost entitlement will be determined based on a combination of:

• Their credits study (intensity), and 

• Their course duration (Additional Weeks Entitlement)

 

A base annual entitlement amount (using a 30-week value) will be used to: 

• Provide a living cost entitlement comparable to the current HE Student Finance (HESF) system

To calculate a student’s entitlement to loans for living costs SLC will:

Establish the 
course year 

maximum value

Reduce this by the 
income assessment

 (Loan Reduction 
Value)

Reduce this by 
study intensity
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The Lifelong Learning Entitlement

Maintenance Support Linked to Tuition Fee Loan Balance

Policy information and illustrative figures are subject to final LLE Regulations! 

4. Funding 

Entitlement
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LLE Maintenance Support – Link to Tuition Fee Loan Balance

Students with an LLE Tuition Fee Loan balance of £0 will not be entitled to Maintenance Loan support:

Students with ‘Limited Remaining Tuition Fee Loan Entitlement’ (less than 30 credits):

• Will only be entitled to Maintenance Loans if they use part of their remaining LLE Tuition Fee Loan     

(TFL) balance to pay for the course, they are seeking maintenance support for

• For Service Year 1 of the LLE, 30 credits has a value of £1,587.50

• This value is based on the lowest Tuition Fee Loan amount for 30 credits of study in AY 2026/27 at     

providers with no TEF rating or APP, and may change with fee amounts in subsequent years

Students who are undertaking less than 30 credits in a course year:

• An LLE student will not qualify for any maintenance support for any course or course year on which  

they are studying less than 30 credits or 300 notional learning hours
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LLE Maintenance Support – Limited TFL Balance Example

Example: Student with a limited LLE Tuition Fee Loan (TFL) balance of less than £1,587.50 

Andreas is an eligible student studying a module starting in AY 2027/28

The module fee amount is £500

Andreas has previously studied and used some of his standard Tuition Fee Loan 

(TFL) entitlement before, leaving him with a balance of £1,000

Andreas uses his remaining TFL balance to cover the fee cost of his module

As Andreas is using some of his remaining balance to fund his module

Even though his TFL balance is less than £1,587.50, he will qualify for loan for 

living cost (maintenance) support for the duration of the module
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The Lifelong Learning Entitlement

Maintenance Support and Study Intensity 

Policy information and illustrative figures are subject to final LLE Regulations! 

4. Funding 

Entitlement



OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

LLE Maintenance Support – Intensity of Study

To provide support proportionate to the number of credits being undertaken in a course year, an eligible

LLE student’s intensity of study is calculated as:

• The default value of 120 credits is used as standard intensity (HE Student Finance equivalence)

• Students undertaking course years with less credits than the standard value will see their entitlement         

to loans for living costs (all elements) reduced by the intensity of study

Eligible LLE students studying on course years with more credits than the standard value will:

• Have their intensity capped at a maximum of 100%, and 

• Be subject to the credit per week adjustment

Students on higher-credit, longer duration courses may qualify for Additional Weeks Entitlement

Intensity (%) = Course Year Credits / 120 x 100
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Intensity of Study – Intensity of Study Example, Part 1

Example, Part 1: Intensity calculation used to reduce loan entitlement, course year under 30 weeks 

Donald is an eligible LLE student who is not entitled to benefits, he is 22 

and is studying a 30-credit module starting in AY 2027/28

Donald’s module is 20 weeks long, and he will be living with his parents during 

the course, his household income is £18,000

Donald qualifies for the non-final year Parental Home rate of loan for living cost

As his household income is under £25,000, Donald will not be subject to 

an income assessed reduction 

However, as his credits for the course year are lower than 120 credits, 

Donald will be subject to an intensity reduction 
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Intensity of Study – Intensity of Study Example, Part 2

Example, Part 2: Intensity calculation used to reduce loan entitlement, course year under 30 weeks 

Donald is studying a 30-credit module in AY 2027/28, with a 20-week duration

His household income is £18,000

As his household income is under £25,000, Donald will not be subject to an 

income assessed reduction, but he will be subject to an intensity reduction 

Donald’s base entitlement is £9,118 (30 x £303.93)

His intensity is calculated as: Intensity (%) = 30 / 120 x 100 = 25%

Donald’s base income assessed entitlement is reduced by his intensity of study:

£9,118 x 25% = £2,279.50

Donald’s income assessed, intensity adjusted entitlement for the module is £2,279.50
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The Lifelong Learning Entitlement

Living Cost Support

Supplementary Grants, Eligibility Summary

Policy information and illustrative figures are subject to final LLE Regulations! 

4. Funding 

Entitlement
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LLE Targeted Support Grants and DSA

Under the LLE, targeted grant support will be available for eligible students undertaking study on a full-time

basis (equivalent to at least 120 credits per course year):

This applies to: 

• Grants for Dependants (GFDs), and 

• Travel Grants

• The government intends to continue its evaluation of how these grants are used

Disabled Students’ Allowance (DSA) will also continue to be available for eligible LLE students: 

• This is providing they are undertaking 30 or more credits per course
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The Lifelong Learning Entitlement

Loan Repayment Overview 

5. Loan 

Repayment

Policy information and illustrative figures are subject to final LLE Regulations! 
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Loan Repayment Under the LLE – Plan 5 Terms 

Loans taken out under the LLE will be subject to Plan 5 repayment terms and conditions:

• Where a student takes out a loan under LLE, they will be liable to make statutory repayments to their 

loan balance from the Statutory Repayment Due Date (SRDD)

Plan 5 student loans contain the following key repayment terms and conditions:

The annual repayment threshold is currently set at £25,000 

Increasing by Retail Price Index (RPI) at the start of each tax year from 2027-28

Interest rates are linked to RPI only (no variable interest rate applies)

The interest rate applied is subject to Prevailing Market Rate capping rules

The SRDD set as the start of tax year following course completion or withdrawal

Loan term cancellation of 40 years from SRDD
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Student Loan Repayment – Plan 5 Loan Key Messages 

Income Contingent (ICR) student loans taken out by new English domiciled (SFE) borrowers for courses

beginning on or after 1st August 2023 are under the Plan 5 repayment terms and conditions:

• Plan 5 loan repayment thresholds are currently £25,000 a year (£2,083 a month or £480 a week)

• From April 2027, Plan 5 thresholds will be uprated annually in line with RPI inflation (TBC)

• Interest will be applied to Plan 5 loan balances at a rate of RPI (3.2% until 1st September 2026)  

• Repayment of Plan 5 loans will begin the April after the student completes, leaves or withdraws         

from their course (the Statutory Repayment Due Date)

• Borrowers will repay 9% of any income earned over the set threshold and if employed in the UK, 

deductions will be made from their pay through the HMRC tax system

• During the repayment term, if a borrower’s income drops below the relevant threshold, repayments      

will pause, with any outstanding balance cancelled 40 years after the borrower enters repayment
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Student Loan Repayment – Plan 5 Calculation Examples 

Working out standard monthly student loan repayments based on 9% of the income a borrower earns over

the current Plan 5 loan threshold of £25,000:

The Plan 5 Basic Maths

Annual Income - minus Annual Threshold - divide by 12 - multiply by 9%

Annual Income 

£30,000

(£2,500 a month)

Monthly Repayment

 £37

 Rounded Down

Annual Income 

£45,000

(£3,750 a month)

Monthly Repayment

  £??

Monthly Repayment

 £150

£20,000 over 
the current Plan 5 

annual threshold

Monthly Repayment

£??

This is £? over 
the current Plan 5 

annual threshold

£5,000 over 
the current Plan 5 

annual threshold

This is £? over 
the current Plan 5 

annual threshold
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Student Loan Repayment – Plan 5 Example Figures 

Approximate monthly repayment figures based on 9% of the income a borrower earns over the current

£25,000 Plan 5 loan threshold:

• Students can monitor their loan balance and update SLC on any changes to their circumstances 

using the Online Repayment Service: www.gov.uk/sign-in-to-manage-your-student-loan-balance 

Gross Annual 

Income

Monthly Income

(Approximate)

9% Repayment 

Deducted From

Monthly Repayment 

(Approximate)

£25,000 £2,083 £0 £0

£28,000 £2,333 £3,000 £22

£30,000 £2,500 £5,000 £37

£35,000 £2,916 £10,000 £75

£40,000 £3,333 £15,000 £112

£45,000 £3,750 £20,000 £150

£50,000 £4,166 £25,000 £187
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The Lifelong Learning Entitlement

Supporting the Student Journey 

6. Guidance 

and Resources
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The LLE Application Journey – Personal Account Pages

Students applying for LLE funding will create and have access to a Personal Account that will host essential

details such as, loan entitlement, application status, payment schedules and study history:

Functionality built into account and application pages will help students make informed choices about their

learning pathway, aligned to their career or personal development aspirations, this will include: 

• Details of eligible courses, credit values and fee amounts, linked to an indicative loan balance tracker

• Fixed and dynamic IAG content to support student recognition and awareness
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The LLE Application Journey – Design and Delivery Objectives 

Development and design of the end-to-end customer application journey has been consistent and in-line with

the SLC’s overarching objectives and strategic aims to support the wider LLE project, including:  

• Deliver a student finance service that is easy to find and use, meets user needs and complies with 

required standards

• Solve user problems, empower customers to self-serve and encourage digital adoption

• Ensure the service will feel effortless and caters for all circumstances, helping users make decisions, 

apply for funding products and services and tell us of changes or exceptions all in one digital space

• Simplify administration, implement new technologies, retaining assessment outcomes for future use, 

removing barriers and reducing effort

• Communicate in a clear, friendly, and personalised way, using the most appropriate channels

Ultimately to deliver a great user experience that is consistent, equitable and fair, with efficient 

processes to pay the right people the right funding products at the right time
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The LLE Application Journey – Personal Account Homepage 

When a customer has registered or signs into their LLE Personal Account, they will land on the homepage

and will be able to navigate from this page to other areas of their account:

• Vertically stacked cards will be displayed guiding customers through the stages of their journey from 

funding applications for courses to account management and supporting a student’s application 

Your Student Finance

Your Account

Supporting an Application
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LLE Course Applications – Eligibility Assessment Tasks 

Each course funding task will ask the questions and capture the information required to accurately assess

a student's eligibility for LLE funding and ensure they are accessing the right products at the right levels: 

About You Your Course

Previous Study and Residency Household Income
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LLE Course Applications – Funding Assessment Tasks 

Each course funding task will ask the questions and capture the information required to accurately assess

a student's eligibility for LLE funding and ensure they are accessing the right products at the right levels: 

Tuition Fee Loan Maintenance Loan

Grants or Allowances Additional Information and Sponsor Details
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Apply for Course Funding – Submission and Payments  

Once all sections and tasks have been completed, students can proceed into the Terms and Conditions

content (which they should read carefully) before continuing to the final application submission pages: 

• When their eligibility and entitlement have been assessed, students will be able to view their payment 

amounts, status and per-funding product schedule for each course via their Personal Account
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LLE Policy Information – DfE Guidance Summary 

DfE have published an overview page and supporting guidance material covering essential LLE policy,

funding entitlement and implementation information:

• www.gov.uk/government/publications/lifelong-learning-entitlement-lle-overview/lifelong-learning-entitlement-overview 

• www.gov.uk/government/publications/lifelong-learning-entitlement-tuition-fee-limits 

• www.gov.uk/government/publications/lifelong-learning-entitlement-maintenance-loans-for-living-costs 
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LLE Student Information – SFE Campaign Page and GOV.UK 

Dedicated student guidance covering essential elements of the LLE including eligibility, funding entitlement

and study options has been published on GOV.UK, the SFE campaign page and the DfE Education Hub:

• https://studentfinance.campaign.gov.uk/lifelong-learning-entitlement 

• www.gov.uk/student-finance-on-or-after-1-january-2027 

• www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-much-lifelong-learning-entitlement-lle-you-could-get 

• https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2026/05/what-the-lifelong-learning-entitlement-means-for-you 
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LLE Policy Information – Legislation and Regulations 

The Lifelong Learning (Fee Limits) Regulations 2026 have been laid in draft and can be tracked through

Parliament:

• Drafts of the 2 additional statutory instruments (Student Support and Repayment) have also been 

made available to provide a full picture of how the entire LLE policy is intended to operate

• www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2026/9780348283327/contents 

• www.gov.uk/government/publications/lifelong-learning-entitlement-lle-secondary-legislation 
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