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What UCAS’ data tells us about the students we support
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Accepted 18 year olds by various measures of socio-economic disadvantage
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18-year-old applicants from England and Wales (self-declared FSM) in 2024

16% of English-domiciled 
applicants

11% of Welsh-domiciled 
applicants

43% from IMD Q1

36% from WIMD Q1

38% are White

24% are Asian

21% are Black

21% share a disability 
(19% non-FSM)

7% share a MH condition 
(6% non-FSM)

44% of care-experienced 
applicants receive FSM, 
(15% of applicants without 
care experience)
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▪ UK applicants only

▪ UG and conservatoire applicants

▪ Students applying through a UCAS registered centre

▪ Applicant must have been in receipt of FSM in last 
six years

▪ FSM status confirmed via adviser portal

Public

Eligible students will need to:

1. share they are in receipt of FSM in the 
‘More about you’ section 

2. choose to ‘Apply with Waiver’ when 
they ‘Pay and Submit’ their 
application. Read our step-by-step slide pack for 

more info

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucas.com%2Ffile%2F953156%2Fdownload%3Ftoken%3Dsi2cfzCA&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucas.com%2Ffile%2F953156%2Fdownload%3Ftoken%3Dsi2cfzCA&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucas.com%2Ffile%2F953156%2Fdownload%3Ftoken%3Dsi2cfzCA&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucas.com%2Ffile%2F953156%2Fdownload%3Ftoken%3Dsi2cfzCA&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucas.com%2Ffile%2F953156%2Fdownload%3Ftoken%3Dsi2cfzCA&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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Public

The proportion of 
applicants intending 
to live at home has 
increased to 30%.

This growth has 
been driven by 

applicants from 
London

20%

22%

24%

26%

28%

30%

32%

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Proportion of placed applicants intending to live at home
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…

UCAS question 
wording changed

More than
1 in 4 

UK applicants 
shared a disability 
or mental health 
condition in 2024 

(over 133k)
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…

Action 1: Earlier 
engagement to support
a longer or more 
complex journey to HE

Reason: delayed or missing support

Action 2: Encourage 
students to share their 
individual needs early

4%

5%

6%

7%

8%

9%

10%

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Deafness/hearing impairment

Learning difference

Long-term health condition

Mental health condition

Other disability

Physical/mobility

Social, behavioural or
communication

Two or more conditions

Blindness/visual impairment

Not disabled

Disabled (all)
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Confidential

3,465

1,055

1,205

4,055

105

1,410

1,325

12,640

14,415

19,495

11,600

16,400

945

8,305

7,290

70,100

Caring
Responsibility

Parental
responsibility

Estranged

UK armed
forces family

Served in UK
armed forces

Refugee or
Asylum seeker

Care
Experienced

FSM

UK Acceptances for each WP question, 2024 

All Providers

Russell Group

150K
students shared their 
circumstances via the 
new questions in 2015
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Link to all UCAS’ insight reports

▪ UCAS applicant and acceptance data

▪ Student survey data

▪ Comparison to third-party research and 
national data

▪ Identification of hidden or potential 
barriers

▪ Recommendations

https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-reports/next-steps-what-experience-young-adult-carers-education?hash=5ukbVLAd0D0yiLTNx2if3C5Kx2uIECeYH0R6mmuVc24
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Access all 2023 Fair 
Access Snapshots

https://www.ucas.com/about-us/news-and-insights/fair-access-snapshots
https://www.ucas.com/about-us/news-and-insights/fair-access-snapshots
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• Identifying the right students (where possible)

• Understanding their barriers and challenges 

• Learning what support is available, where you 
can get more information - and signposting it

• Involving parents, carers, and other supporters

• Having earlier conversations

• Encouraging aspirational choices 

• Building confidence and knowledge
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Where to signpost students from under-represented backgrounds
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Public

• Explore the Careers Quiz, What to 
Study Next, Subject Spotlights and 
Virtual Work Experiences for career 
and course inspiration.

• Use the Tariff Calculator, Personal 
Statement Builder, and CV Builder to 
stay on track and plan your path.

• Search for events, open days, videos 
to get expert help and questions 
answered.



Link to the individual 
needs student pages

http://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs
http://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs
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Link to the Fair Access Mission Cards

Link to UCAS Discovery Day events

https://www.ucas.com/file/992476/download?token=kb_9zj4g
https://www.ucas.com/applying/you-apply/what-and-where-study/ucas-events/ucas-discovery-events
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Tools and resources supporting fair access 
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Know of an outreach opportunity?
Check if they know about the OCS and 

are registered – it’s free

Watch a recording of a recent ‘ask 
us anything’ session about the OCS

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/news/adviser-lives/ask-us-anything-resources#:~:text=You%20may%20have%20joined%20us%20at
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/news/adviser-lives/ask-us-anything-resources#:~:text=You%20may%20have%20joined%20us%20at
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Link to all teacher 
toolkits

http://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/adviser-toolkit-supporting-students-individual-needs
http://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/adviser-toolkit-supporting-students-individual-needs
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Public

Professional Development 
Platform

Learn more about UCAS, 
with free short training 

courses via our 
dedicated professional 
development platform.

Personalised training

We can work with you 
to develop bespoke 

training specific to your 
teams’ needs.

Adviser Live webinars

Hear from UCAS 
colleagues and sector 
experts on the latest 

topics. Live or on 
demand! 

Adviser Fundamentals

Our one-day in-person 
training at UCAS 
Headquarters for

Registered Centres

https://pdp.ucas.com/
https://pdp.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/tools-and-resources-help-you/training-support-you#:~:text=agenda%20and%20dates-,Personalised%20sessions,-Want%20to%20better
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/tools-and-resources-help-you/training-support-you#:~:text=agenda%20and%20dates-,Personalised%20sessions,-Want%20to%20better
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/news/adviser-lives
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/tools-and-resources-help-you/training-support-you
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Link to the UCAS PDP

5. Remove barriers and inspire students

https://pdp.ucas.com/
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Stay up to date 
with all the latest 
UCAS news and 
guidance.

Sign up: 
ucas.com/adviser-
updates 
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Get timely updates 
and reminders 
focused on 
advisers’ needs – 
videos, webinar 
links, events and 
training all year 
round.

www.linkedin.com/
showcase/ucas-
for-advisers
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A dedicated area 
of our website with 
our latest news, 
events, guides and 
resources to 
support careers 
guidance and 
UCAS applications.

ucas.com/advisers
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ucas.com/adviser-updates
ucas.com/adviser-updates
ucas.com/adviser-updates
http://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ucas-for-advisers
http://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ucas-for-advisers
http://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ucas-for-advisers
http://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ucas-for-advisers
http://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ucas-for-advisers
http://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ucas-for-advisers
ucas.com/advisers
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See me after for 
a map and other 
resources to take 

away!
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Things you need to know (and do) now!
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15 October 2025*
Deadline for courses in 

medicine, veterinary 
medicine/science, dentistry, 

and courses at Oxford or 
Cambridge

* 18.00 UK time 

14 January 2026*
Equal consideration 
date for all other 
courses

26 February 2026
UCAS Extra opens

31 March 2026
Advisory decision 
date for providers

30 June 2026
Last date to send 

an application

2 September 2025
First day UCAS can 
receive a completed 
application

13 May 2026
Reject by default date

05 July 2026
Clearing opens
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• Use the filters to tailor your 
ASRs.

• ASRs have full conditions of 
offer as well as your students’ 
predicted grades.

• The Adviser Guide outlines the 
abbreviations and symbols used 
in providers’ summary offers.

• Bulk download your applications 
in one cohort.

Adviser portal opens 7am

https://www.ucas.com/file/698526/download?token=tbWU_Va4
https://www.ucas.com/file/698526/download?token=tbWU_Va4
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Adviser Engagement 
Partner, UCAS

n.turner@ucas.ac.ukwww.linkedin.com/in/ni
cola-turner-96835782/
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mailto:n.turner@ucas.ac.uk
http://www.linkedin.com/in/nicola-turner-96835782/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/nicola-turner-96835782/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/nicola-turner-96835782/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/nicola-turner-96835782/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/nicola-turner-96835782/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/nicola-turner-96835782/
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