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14:55 - 15:30 Keynote from UCAS: Insights into applicant data and trends
Closing remarks and thank you by Advancing Access

Russell Group Conferences 2026
A conference for Teachers and Advisers, hosted by University of Sheffield on 4  June and Queen Mary University of London on 22  June th nd
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This session will provide an overview of the admissions tests delivered by UAT-UK (University
Admissions Tests UK), including TMUA, ESAT, and TARA. It will cover key changes, what the tests

assess, how they are used in admissions and practical ways to support students in preparing
effectively.

Discover how to turn widening participation into action. This session combines key insights on access
and barriers with practical tools to help educators engage students, make the most of university

partnerships, and navigate contextual admissions.

This session explores practical approaches to supporting students in crafting effective personal
statements. It will focus on how super-curricular activities can be strategically integrated to showcase
intellectual curiosity, motivation, and depth of understanding, helping students strengthen the overall

quality of their university applications.

This session will provide an overview of the Learning Loan Entitlement (LLE), outlining key policy rules,
timelines, and implications for students. Delegates will gain insight into how these changes will affect

student finance and funding, and what support schools and colleges can provide to help students
understand and navigate the new system.

Learn what competitive universities look for in a UCAS application. This session breaks down key
components, including academic references, and explains how they are assessed. Gain practical tips
to help your students showcase their strengths and maximise their chances of success. This session

will also explore the key differences for Oxbridge applications. 

This session highlights effective approaches to supporting students interested in degree
apprenticeships. It will cover how to help students identify suitable programs, understand employer

expectations, build relevant skills and experiences, and prepare strong applications that combine
academic ability with workplace readiness.
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