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What we’re seeing at the ECD

HIGH LEVEL TRENDS 



3

TOTAL APPLICANTS

619,360 
applicants

+18,700 vs 2025

+3.1%

UK 18-YEAR-OLDS

338,940 
applicants

+15,580 vs 2025

+4.8%

INTERNATIONAL

124,830 
applicants

+6,030 vs 2025

+5.1%

UK 21 AND OVER

57,570 applicants

-3,710 vs 2025

-6.1%

APPLICANTS AT THE EQUAL CONSIDERATION DATE

Public Data source: UCAS Equal Consideration Date 2026
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UK 18-YEAR-OLD APPLICATION RATE

Public 
Data source: UCAS Equal Consideration Date 2026
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18-YEAR-OLD APPLICATION RATES BY 
ENGLISH REGION

58.4%

43.3%
39.8% 38.2% 38.0% 36.7% 36.2% 34.5%

31.9%
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South West North East

2025 2026
Data source: UCAS Equal Consideration Date 2026
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UCAS PROVIDER CATEGORIES: ALL APPLICANTS

Public
Data source: UCAS Equal Consideration Date 2026
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376,860 
applications

+14,290 vs 2025

13.2%
of applications

360,220 
applications

+5,390 vs 2025

12.6%
of applications

SOCIAL
SCIENCES

309,980 
applications

+23,750 vs 2025

10.8%
of applications

ENGINEERING &
TECHNOLOGY

250,610 
applications

+33,640 vs 2025

8.8%
of applications

POPULARITY OF SUBJECTS ALLIED TO MEDICINE REMAINS HIGH

Public

SUBJECTS ALLIED 
TO MEDICINE

BUSINESS AND 
MANAGEMENT

8.0%
of applications

DESIGN, CREATIVE &
PERFORMING ARTS

229,800 
applications

-4,840 vs 2025

Data source: UCAS End of Cycle 2025
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GROWTH FOR ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY BUT 
COMPUTING CONTINUES TO FALL

Public Data source: UCAS Equal Consideration Date 2026
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(CAH10) engineering and technology

(CAH15) social sciences
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Applications by subject grouping (CAH1) – Biggest changes comparing 2025 to 2026 ECDs 
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more 18 year old APPLICANTS INTENDING 
TO LIVE AT HOME

Public

18.0%
18.8%

20.1%
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Percentage of UK 18-year-old applications where an intention to live at home is declared

+0.9PP

Increase in the 
rate of 

declarations to 
live at home, 
2026 vs 2025

Data source: UCAS Equal Consideration Date 2026
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Getting ready for the 2027 cycle

NEW AND IMPROVED
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KEY DATES: 2027 ENTRY

15 October 2026*
Deadline for Oxford/Cambridge and 
most medicine, veterinary, dentistry 

courses

* 18.00 UK time 

13 January 2027*
Equal consideration 
date for all other 
courses

25 February 2027
UCAS Extra opens

30 June 2027
Last date to send a main 
scheme application

01 September 2026
First day UCAS can 

receive a completed 
application

02 July 2027
Clearing opens

12 May 2026
2027 application 
cycle opens

28 April 2026
2027 course listings live 

on UCAS search tool

05 May 2026
Adviser Portal 2027 opens 
for Registered Centres

We are 
here !
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DOCUMENT UPLOAD

Public

From 2026 Clearing (direct applicants) and all 2027 applications, students will have 
the option to upload supporting documents.

Document types include:

✓ Change of name

✓ Care experience (UK only)

✓ Visa and immigration status 

✓ Passports

✓ International qualifications

✓ UK qualifications* (where relevant; those currently 
in formal education are not expected to upload)

• Upload is optional – the aim is to support efficient, inclusive admissions.

• Applicants must still complete all required information on the UCAS application.

• Advisers cannot access documents and are not required to review or check them.
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STRENGTHENING 
SUPPORT FOR 

CARE-EXPERIENCED 
APPLICANTS

CARE LEAVER WAIVER: eligible applicants 
can receive an application fee waiver.

UPLOAD SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: care- 
experienced applicants can share supporting 
documents with the university via UCAS. 

TOOLKITS, GUIDES AND TRAINING: for all 
supporters and levels of experience.

EARLIER IDENTIFICATION: a new registration 
question in the UCAS Hub so we can tailor 
support.
Public

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/adviser-toolkit-supporting-students-with-individual-needs/supporters-toolkits-for-advising-students-with-individual-needs
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/adviser-toolkit-supporting-students-with-individual-needs/supporting-care-experienced-students
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/adviser-toolkit-supporting-students-with-individual-needs/supporting-young-people-in-care-with-their-personal-education-plans-peps
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116% INCREASE IN UK APPLICANTS SHARING CARE 
EXPERIENCE SINCE 2008

Question help 
text changed

Duration of time 
in care added
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1.7% 
of UK 

applicants 
share care 
experience

Data source: UCAS End of Cycle 2025
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STRENGTHENING 
SUPPORT FOR SEND 

STUDENTS
NEW TOOLKITS, GUIDES AND TRAINING

for all supporters and levels 
of experience.

IMPROVED APPLICATION QUESTION: 
easier to share multiple 
disabilities/conditions.

Public
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ENABLING STUDENTS 
TO SHARE MORE
• A refreshed disability question in the 

‘More about you’ section. 

• Gives students the ability to share 
multiple disabilities and conditions 
more clearly, improving support.

• A new question design makes sharing 
simpler. 
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144% INCREASE IN APPLICANTS SHARING A 
DISABILITY over the last decade

Public

Change to question 
wording

1 in 4 
UK accepted applicants shared 

a disability in 2025
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Hearing impairment

Learning difference

Long-term illness/health condition

Mental health condition/challenge/disorder

Other condition/impairment

Physical impairment/challenges with mobility

Social/behavioural/communication impairment

Two or more impairments

Visual impairment

Data source: UCAS End of Cycle 2025
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SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES SEARCH TOOL

Public

Link to the scholarships 
search tool

https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/scholarships-and-bursaries?query=
https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/scholarships-and-bursaries?query=
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STUDENT HUB ACTIVITY IN THE ADVISER PORTAL
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Displaying internal deadlines in the hub

Public
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2027 VIEW: October 2027 VIEW: January

Student hub view
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What we’re hearing about recent changes 

REFLECTIONS on 2025
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Currently gathering feedback across sector – we welcome 
your reflections

Still too early for universities and colleges to comment

Advice and guidance will be refined if needed 

1

2

3

PERSONAL STATEMENT REFLECTIONS 

Public 
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Of all applicants used DMP 
(43,810) +1.4% since 20245.8%

59.5%

33.8%

DECLINE MY PLACE

Public Data source: UCAS End of Cycle 2025

Of DMP users were placed by 
end of cycle (26,085) +2.9% 
since 2024

Of applicants placed through 
Clearing used DMP(+33.3% 
since 2024

85% of those who used DMP had already 
chosen an alternative course.

The most common reason for using DMP was 
“I changed my mind about the subject I 
wanted to study”.

Other common reasons for using DMP are: 

• Course preference

• Location

• Provider reputation

motivations

Data source: UCAS 2025 Clearing survey 
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Support for advisers

RESOURCES AND TRAINING
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Top 5 resources for you:

1. Newsletters 

2. Annual Adviser guide

3. Adviser Toolkits

4. The UCAS Hub guide 

5. Adviser webinars 

www.ucas.com/advisers

https://www.ucas.com/forms/sign-adviser-updates
https://www.ucas.com/forms/sign-adviser-updates
https://www.ucas.com/sites/default/files/adviser-guide-2026.pdf
https://www.ucas.com/sites/default/files/adviser-guide-2026.pdf
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/tools-and-resources-help-you/your-guide-ucas-hub
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/tools-and-resources-help-you/your-guide-ucas-hub
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/news/adviser-lives
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/news/adviser-lives
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Adviser
Fundamentals
For new Registered Centres and 
teachers/advisers new to UCAS.

A practical training day designed to give you 
the skills, support and clarity required to 
support your students in each UCAS cycle.

Join us at our UCAS Headquarters or on the 
road throughout the U.K.

Public

Register here

https://www.ucas.com/events/adviser-fundamentals-474111
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ucas-for-advisers/
https://www.ucas.com/events/adviser-fundamentals-474111


34



35
Public

UCAS for Advisers group

UCAS’ Adviser 
Help Team
0345 123 8001 
adviserhelp@ucas.ac.uk

Adviser Experience 
and Training Team 
training@ucas.ac.uk 

Thank you! 

CONNECT WITH US

Nicola Turner
n.turner@ucas.ac.uk

PLEASE SHARE YOUR 
FEEDBACK ON 

TODAY’S SESSION
(It’s how we learn to support you better!)

http://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ucas-for-advisers/posts/
mailto:adviserhelp@ucas.ac.uk
mailto:training@ucas.ac.uk
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